2019 AALS Annual Meeting—January 2-6 2019
Call for Papers—Judicial Diversity in Transnational Courts

The AALS Sections on European and African Law invite you to submit a paper proposal for
their upcoming panel, “Judicial Diversity in Transnational Courts,” which will take place at the
2019 AALS Annual Meeting (New Orleans, January 2-6 2019). Submissions from junior
scholars are encouraged. Confirmed speakers include Laurence Burgorgue-Larsen, Professor at
the Sorbonne Law School at the University Paris I; Josephine Jarpa Dawuni, Assistant Professor
of Political Science, Howard University; Sally J. Kenney, Newcomb College Endowed Chair
Professor, Tulane University; and Iyiola Solanke, Professor of Law, Leeds University, UK. The
proceeds of the panel will be published as a special issue of the Connecticut Journal of
International Law.
Program Summary: Why do so few women and people of color serve on transnational courts
and tribunals? Given the paucity of seats available to each nation on the international bench, it
should be easy for states to nominate, vote, or appoint them in greater numbers. Yet, despite a
series of initiatives to increase gender parity, women, particularly women of color, continue to be
conspicuously underrepresented on these courts. Why does it matter? There is now an extensive
body of scholarship discussing the reasons why domestic judiciaries might strive for more
diversity, including increased legitimacy, dispelling stereotypes, higher quality decision-making
and outcomes, and internal institutional change. Are there additional, specific benefits to greater
judicial diversity to be expected at the transnational level? Convening leading scholars in the
fields of equality law and transnational courts, this panel will address these questions with a
special focus on European and African regional courts.
Submission Guidelines:
• To be considered, submit a title and abstract (300 words maximum) to Mathilde Cohen
(mathilde.cohen@uconn.edu) and Fernanda Nicola (fnicola@american.edu) by August
15, 2018.
• Paper drafts will be due on December 15, 2018 to be circulated among panel participants.
Final papers will be due on March 1 and should be between 7,000 and 8,500 words.

